
Module #7

Design Now in Palestine



who controls the visual narrative?



Advertising is a means of 
communication with the users of a 
product or service. Advertisements are 
messages paid for by those who send 
them and are intended to inform or 
influence people who receive them.





















Qalandiya International

• was founded in 2012 as a joint 
contemporary art event that takes 
place every two years across 
Palestinian cities and villages.

• Qi aims to place Palestine on the 
world’s cultural map by producing 
a series of exhibitions, as well 
as performances, talks, film 
screenings, workshops and tours, 
that open up channels for dialogue 
and exchange, both locally and 
internationally. 

• Aims to unify a fragmented 
geography







Riwaq

• Founded in 1991 with the subjective 
to preserve cultural heritage. 
Researchers of the center have 
compiled a detailed register of 
historic buildings in Palestine. 
Buildings at this location are 
frequently threatened by military 
occupation and counter actions of 
inhabitants. In the course of twenty 
years since its foundation Riwaq 
had completed more than one 
hundred restoration projects







Riwaq Biennale

• The starting point of the Riwaq 
Biennale is to advance Riwaq’s 
aim of protecting and promoting 
cultural heritage in Palestine. 
Riwaq is the Centre of Architectural 
Conservation in Ramallah, and 
the biennial, in contrary to many 
other biennials, is named after an 
organization rather than a place.

• Riwaq’s central goal is to protect, 
utilize and promote cultural 
heritage in Palestine through 
tangible and intangible projects of 
rehabilitation and revitalization.



Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center

• A leading Palestinian arts and 
culture organization that aims 
to create a pluralistic, critical 
liberating culture through research, 
query, and participation, and that 
provides an open space for the 
community to produce vibrant and 
liberating cultural content. 







Al Ma’mal

• Al Ma’mal is a non-profit 
organisation based in a former 
Tile Factory in New Gate, in the 
Old City of Jerusalem, serving 
its surrounding community, 
their guests and the city’s 
visitors through a programme 
of exhibitions, live music and 
workshops. Since 1998, Al Ma’mal 
has been a hub for art, cultural 
vibrancy and learning while 
building bridges with the world 
and honouring Jerusalem’s own 
enduring qualities as a complex, 
culturally rich, ageless city







The Jerusalem Show

• A major cultural event organised 
in the old city of Jerusalem 
since 2007. Encompassing art 
exhibitions, performances, 
workshops, talks, film screenings 
and guided tours, the Show has 
taken the entire Old City both as a 
contextual starting point and as a 
venue to engage with, producing 
works and events that reflect on 
the importance of Jerusalem as 
an artistic, cultural, political, and 
social urban space. Local and 
international artists present their 
projects as part of the program





A M Qattan Foundation

• The A. M. Qattan Foundation 
(AMQF) is an independent, not-for-
profit developmental organisation 
working in the fields of culture and 
education, with a particular focus 
on children, teachers and young 
artists





A. M. QATTAN FOUNDATION
For more information about the 
Foundation and general inquiries: 

www.qattanfoundation.org 

info@qattanfoundation.org 

For more information about events, 
reservations and facilities: 

https://events.qattanfoundation.org 

venues@qattanfoundation.org
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Ramallah Municipality

• Ramallah municipality seeks to 
build bridges of communication 
with the world, through which it 
may promote Palestine and the 
Palestinian cause internationally. 





The Palestinian Museum

• The Palestinian Museum is an 
independent institution dedicated 
to supporting an open and dynamic 
Palestinian culture nationally 
and internationally. The Museum 
presents and engages with new 
perspectives on Palestinian history, 
society and culture. It also offers 
spaces for creative ventures, 
educational programmes and 
innovative research.









Birzeit University Museum

• An innovative art space at the heart 
of the university campus, seeking 
to produce contemporary arts 
and promote its practice amongst 
the university community and 
across the Palestinian society at 
large, through a multidisciplinary 
experimental approach. The 
Museum works organically through 
its surrounding environment, 
proposing a unique learning model 
for an art museum within the 
Palestinian cultural experience







The Arab Culture Association

• An independent non-profit 
organization. Established in 
1998 as the initiative of a group 
of intellectuals, academics 
and political activists aiming 
to strengthen Arab culture and 
identity for Palestinians living in 
Israel, the Arab Culture Association 
The ACA is known for its pioneering 
programs that address several 
cultural fields, such as: Arabic 
language, arts and literature, 
cultural tourism, and the promotion 
of higher education and critical 
thinking.







Disarming Design From Palestine

• A thought provoking design 
label for the presentation and 
development of contemporary 
design from Palestine 

• Products are made by designers 
and artists working in collaboration 
with local producers and artisans

• Each of the designs evoke 
alternative narratives about life in 
Palestine as it is today

• They are stories of perseverance 
and hope, dignity and strength of 
the Palestinian spirit





AAU Anastas

• Architecture design studio in 
Bethlehem, Palestine

• “Working directly with factories 
and artisans enables to optimize 
the energy consumption in function 
of the resources available and the 
ambitions”

• “We believe that sustainability is no 
excuse for sacrifices”

• “Instead, research is synonym of 
ambition for a more sustainable, 
more comfortable, and more 
interactive design”





https://vimeo.com/299186239



Finally



Ways of Seeing
John Berger
• A 1972 television series of 

30-minute films created chiefly by 
writer John Berger and producer 
Mike Dibb. It was broadcast on BBC 
Two in January 1972 and adapted 
into a book of the same name

• The series was intended as a 
response to Kenneth Clark’s 
Civilisation series, which 
represents a more traditionalist 
view of the Western artistic and 
cultural canon, and the series and 
book criticize traditional Western 
cultural aesthetics by raising 
questions about hidden ideologies 
in visual images.



https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0pDE4VX_9Kk&t=543s



Thank you
Have a great summer!


